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GANDHINAGAR, JULY 21

CHIEFMinister Anandi Patel
on Monday set  a new prece-
dent in the state Assembly
when she went to the office of
the Leader of the Opposition
Shankersinh Vaghela and
wished him on his 75th birth-
day, giving him a bouquet of
flowers. 

What’s moe, even Assem-
bly Speaker, Vajubhai Vala,
also made a formal announce-
ment in this regard in the be-
ginning of the House and
wished Vaghela good health.
Before this, sources said,
there was no such precedence
of formally wishing a member
of the House like this.

On Monday, immediately
after coming to the House, Pa-
tel went to Vaghela’s office in
the Assembly and wished him
on his birthday. She was
joined by the chief whip of the
ruling BJP, Pankaj Desai, and
other MLAs.

Later, when Vaghela en-
tered the House, a number

of BJP MLAs, led by Kanti
Amrutiya from Morbi con-
stituency, also wished
Vaghela in the well of the
House. Amrutiya even
touched Vaghela’s feet.

The turn of events of
congratulating Vaghela con-
tinued during the beginning
of the proceedings when
Speaker Vala made an an-
nouncement that it was
Vaghela’s 75th birthday.
Vala also wished Vaghela
good health to serve the peo-
ple of Gujarat. Vala’s an-
nouncement was followed by
all the members thumping
the desk. It was only after
this that the proceedings of
the House, the Question
Hour, commenced. 
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T
HE group of Jain
monks, who had been
demanding that Palitana

be declared a “himsa mukt na-
gari(town free from violence),
had announced to hold a “hu-
man flesh donation” pro-
gramme on Tuesday to press for
their demand. However, they
backed off after the govern-
ment denied them permission
to hold any such event, police
said on Monday. 

Tuesday will mark the
completion of a month since
the monks had gone on a fast-
unto-death protest over the is-
sue. Palitana Taluka Jiv Rak-
sha tatha Vikhas Abhiyan, an
organisation led by followers
of Jain monk Virag Sagar Ma-
haraj of Jambu Dwip, had

written to the sub-divisional
magistrate (SDM) of Palitana
on Thursday. In the letter, the
organisation informed the au-
thorities that they would or-
ganise a human flesh donation
programme on July 22 to press
for their demand of making
Palitana himsa-mukt and de-
claring the entire town a vege-
tarian-only zone. On receiv-
ing the letter, however, the
authorities swung into action,
with Palitana SDM Ramesh
Katara convening a meeting
of Jain monks on Friday.

“We made it clear to the
Maharaj that the government
cannot allow any such pro-
gramme to be held. We assured
them that the government is
working on their demand
within the provisions of law,”
Katara said. Police said the Ma-
haraj has agreed to cancel the

event. “After it was made clear
that permission cannot be given
for such a programme, the Ma-
haraj agreed to call it off,” Pali-
tana DSP Jashu Desai said. 

Incidentally, it was exactly
a month ago, on June 22, that
Maharaj and around 200 other
Jain monks started their fast-
unto-death, demanding decla-
ration of the entire area of Pal-
itana a vegetarian-only town. 

Minister of State for Cot-
tage Industries Tarachand
Chheda had convinced the
monks to break their fast on
June 25 by assuring them of the
state government’s keenness
to reach an amicable solution. 

Sale, storage or transporta-
tion of meat within 250-metre
diameter on the either side of
2.5 km Taleti Raod in Palitana is
prohibited by a state govern-
ment notification. However,

the monks have been demand-
ing that this notification be ex-
tended to the entire Palitana
town, located on the foothills
of Shetrunjay, the holiest of
places for the Jain community. 

The town also has a size-
able Muslim population, and
the community had opposed
the move of declaring the area
a vegetarian-only zone. Ac-
cordingly, they had also sub-
mitted a memorandum to the
SDM on July 11 and also ob-
served a bandh on Sunday. 

Meanwhile, the Palitana
municipality, which is BJP-
ruled, had issued a public ap-
peal, stating that the proposed
programme could disturb the
public peace and called on the
organisers to cancel it. Despite
repeated attempts by this pa-
per, the Mahraj could not be
reached for comment. 

Jain monks cancel ‘human flesh
donation’ after govt denies nod 
Programme to press for their demand to declare Palitana ‘veg-only’ zone

Modi govt grants ‘site clearance’ to Dholera airport 
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SURAT, JULY 21

BRANDED “terrorists” for
nearly 12 years under the Ter-
rorists and Disruptive Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act (TADA),
the five convicts, who were ac-
quitted by the SC, returned
home Sunday evening to break
their fast with their families.
The Indian Express met some
prisoners and found them re-
lieved to be free of the tag.

Ex-Gujarat minister Mo-
hammad Surti (78) came out
of the Lajpore jail in Surat,
walking with the aid of a
walker. He said, “Earlier, peo-
ple, including my friends and
relatives, used to meet me with
fear. Now, after my release,
they meet me without fear.”
Surti was minister of transport
and ports in the Congress gov-
ernment between 1980-85.

Surti and four others —
identified as Mustaq Patel,
Hussain Ghadiyali, Salim
Memon and Yusuf Nalbadh —
were released from jail on Sun-
day evening, after being acquit-
ted by the SC on Friday in the
two blasts that killed a school
girl in Surat in January 1993.
The blasts were believed to
have been carried out to
avenge the Babri Masjid demo-

lition. Of the 12 acquitted in
the case, two have died, one has
been absconding and the rest
have finished their sentence.
They were arrested in 1995 and
sentenced for up to 20 years un-
der TADA, a law which is now
repealed. Their supporters and
family members came with  a
musical band and garlands to
greet them outside the jail. 

Outside his home in Ram-
pura, Surti’s wife Ameena, her
daughter and society residents
waited to break their fast with
Surti. “After coming out, I re-
ceived many calls from Con-
gress leaders from Surat city as
well as from the state and Cen-
tre, who have wished me. My
daughter, who is in London,
also called me up, congratu-
lated me and said she was com-
ing down to celebrate Eid.” He
said, “Now, I am tension-free as
the black spot on my character
has been removed.” 

During his time in prison,
Surti’s business did not do well.
The family was into shrimp
farming, but the land provided
on lease by the government,
was taken back. His son, Amin,
then got into supplying chemi-
cals to the textile industry.

Surti, who is a Hafiz (who
knows the Quran by heart) and
Aalim (qualified scholar desig-

nated by a madrasa), spent
most of the time in prison recit-
ing the Holy book. He says,
“The initial three years in the
jail were tough as the jail police
used to harass us, beat us and
humiliate us. After three years,
the behavior of jail officials
started getting sympathetic to-
wards us and for the last few
years, whenever a new jail su-
perintendent got transferred
to our jail, he would meet us
once in two or three months.”
He added, “As a minister, I
have experienced political
power and it was ironical that
this very power was used
against me.”

Hussain Ghadiyali (75), a
resident of Ranitalao in Surat,

is originally from Hansot
taluka in Bharuch district. He
was welcomed by his daughter,
sons and other relatives. He
was immediately taken to his
ancestral home in Hansot to
meet relatives, who came to re-
ceive him on Sunday evening. 

Ghadiyali said, “We stayed
in jail for over 11 years with a
taint on our foreheads. Com-
ing out from the jail without the
tarnish is something we had
never dreamt of. In these last
years, I  lost my wife and my
children gave up their educa-
tion. Slowly, everything should
become normal and the happy
days will be back.” He is happy
that his Hindu friends also
came to receive him with flow-
ers. “There is no wish left in my
life. Our life in jail was a bad
dream and now we will dream
about good things,” he says.

Fire crackers were burst in
Kharwa chawl in Varachha to
celebrate the return of Mustaq
Patel. Sweets were distributed
and the poor were fed. Patel
said, “I have come home and
will never ever do anything in
my life which lands me in jail.
My first priority is my three
children. I will start a small
business with my wife and I
don’t want to remember or dis-
cuss my days in jail.”

5 acquitted TADA convicts return home

Mustaq Patel (left) and
Yusuf Nalbadh come out
of the jail on Sunday.
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Anandi Patel greets Vaghela on his birthday

AHMEDABAD: THE Gu-
jarat High Court on Monday
adjourned the bail plea of for-
mer Gujarat minister Maya
Kodnani, convicted in the
2002 Naroda Patiya riot case,
till July 30 after her lawyer
sought time to submit some
documents to the HC. Last
week, Kodnani’s case was
placed before the bench of
Justices A S Dave and Sonia
Gokani, who recused them-
selves from hearing the case. 

Kodnani has moved her
petition on the grounds of
merit of the case
as well as her
health condi-
tion.  She has
contended that
the lower court
overlooked several facts which
were in her favour while pro-
nouncing the order. She has
stated that the 11 witnesses, on
whose statements she was con-
victed and punished, are not
reliable and they are full of dis-
crepancies. ENS

CM with Vaghela in
Gandhinagar on Monday. 
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A PAKISTANI delegation
from the Lahore local govern-
ment took an unscheduled
boat ride from the Sardar
bridge on the riverfront area in
Paldi to the Vasna barrage, cov-
ering nearly two kilometres, to
get a feel of the Sabarmati
Riverfront, one of the pet proj-
ects of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, which was praised by
his Pakistani counterpart
Nawaz Sharif.

The five-member team,
headed by Lahore Commis-
sioner Rashid Mehmood Lan-
grial, comprised Lahore De-
velopment Authority D-G
Ahad Khan Cheema, LDA’s
strategic policy unit chief
Moazzam Sipra and Mustafa
Kamal Chaudhry, a technical
consultant on urban infrastruc-
ture projects and liaison offi-
cer Muhammad Adeel Pervaiz,
second secretary at the High
Commission for Pakistan who
were on a two-day visit to the
state to study the Sabarmati
riverfront project.  
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HC adjourns 
Kodnani’s bail
plea till July 30 

AHMEDABAD: THE Modi-
government has granted “site
clearance” for the Greenfield
International Airport at
Dholera in Ahmedabad. The
airport, located near the
Dholera SIR, is being devel-

oped due to “expansion con-
straints” at the existing airport
in Ahmedabad city.

“The Minister of State for
Civil Aviation, G M Siddesh-
wara, informed the Lok Sabha
on Monday that the Centre

has accorded site clearance
for the Greenfield Interna-
tional Airport project at
Dholera in Ahmedabad, be-
ing developed by the Gujarat
Infrastructure Development
Board in 2014,” stated a re-

lease from the PIB.
The state government has

reserved 1700 hectare of gov-
ernment land between Pach-
ham-Valinda-Pipli villages of
Dhandhuka taluka of Ahmed-
abad district.  ENS
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BMW-hit-and-run
case: Victim kin’s
car ‘vandalised’ 
AHMEDABAD:The family of
Shivam Dave, a victim in Vismay
Shah BMW hit-and-run case, has
alleged that a person close to an-
other victim Rahul Patel’s family
vandalised their cars. The family
lodged a complaint with the Vas-
trapur police station and alleged
that they had seen one of the
three men with the family of Patel
during their visits to the courts.
The family took a copy of the
CCTV footage and handed over to
police. Vastrapur Inspector M K
Rana said, “Only one person is
slightly visible in the footage
which is not too clear to identify
the accused.” 

142 join IITGN BTech
batch for 2014-18

AHMEDABAD:The IITGN saw
around 142 students joining its
2014-18 BTech batch as the insti-
tute’s five-week-long Foundation
Programme began Monday. The
number of students from state
joining IITGN increased from 17
last year to 21 this year. The
largest number of students (33)
are from Maharashtra. ENS


