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IITGN

THREE PROFESSORSGETRAMANUJAN FELLOWSHIP

Three IIT Gandhinagar professors have been awarded the prestigious Ramanujan Fellowship by
Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India. They include Arnab Dutta,
Saumyakanti Khatua and Virupakshi Soppina. 

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NARMADA, DECEMBER 15

GUJARAT CHIEF Minister
Anandiben Patel inaugurated
the work ofconcrete foundation
raft of the Statue of Unity to
mark the 65th death anniversary
of Iron Man Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel on Tuesday. Taking a mo-
ment to thank Narendra Modi-
led NDA government for clear-
ing the state government’s
request for installation of 30
sluice gates on Narmada Dam to
raise its height to 138.68 meters,
Anandiben said that Sardar Patel
would be “proud” that the BJP
has fulfilled his dream of con-
structing the Narmada Dam for
the benefit of farmers.

Anandiben offered her trib-
utes to Sardar Patel at the venue,
bailey bridge constructed for the
purpose of transporting con-
struction materials. She said that
the extension of the height of
Sardar Sarovar Narmada Dam
will benefit farmers even on the
“borders of Pakistan”. The CM
added, “I have inaugurated the
foundation raft concrete work of
the Statue ofSardar Patel, which
was envisioned by Narendrabhai
(Modi), as the world’s tallest
statue. This work will now go on
uninterrupted for six days to
complete the concreting of the
raft. We are positive that the en-
tire statue will be completed
within the next two years or so.”

Anandiben also said that the
work of installation of 30 sluice
gates over the  Narmada dam
would also be complete by next
year, raising the height of the
dam from 121.92 meters to
138.68 meters. She credited the
prudence of the Modi-led NDA
government for clearing the
state government’s eight-year-
old plea. “The work of the instal-
lation of the gates is on. Once

complete, it will ensure that wa-
ter will be supplied right until
the border ofPakistan. Currently,
we have already ensured that
Kutch receives water. This dam,
commissioned in 1961, had been
Sardar Patel’s dream and he will
be proud that the BJP has made
his dream come true. We peti-
tioned the UPA government for
eight years since 2006, but it
took Narendrabhai only 17 days
to clear the file when he as-
sumed office of the Prime
Minister,” Anandiben said.

The raft foundation of the
Statue of Unity is located on the
hillock Sadhu Bet, about 3 kms
downstream from Narmada
Dam. SS Rathod, director, Sardar
Sarovar Narmada Nigam
Limited (SSNNL), said, “From the
time of the inauguration at the
hands of Anandiben, the raft
foundation work will continue
round the clock for six days.
Close to 4,500 cubic meters of
concrete will be compressed

with ice in a process that follows
precision so as to ensure that
there is no heat in the mixture.”
The 3-meter deep raft founda-
tion will now see round-the-
clock concreting for the next six
days to ensure safe bearing ca-
pacity of2,300 KPA, officials said.
Rathod added that the museum
and memorial park would be
completed before the construc-
tion of the feet of the statue be-
gins, sometime next year. He
added that this phase ofthe proj-
ect will also complete the con-
struction ofthe main bridge con-
necting the statue to the
Narmada bank as well as the
road along the bank leading to
Sadhu Bet.

The contract for the project
was handed over to L&T in
October 2014. Its estimated cost
is about Rs 2,980 crore. The proj-
ect includes an exhibition hall,
audio-visual presentation on the
life of Sardar Patel and a memo-
rial park. 

CM inaugurates concrete 
work on Statue of Unity

CM Anandiben Patel inaugurates the concrete work of the
Statue of Unity in Narmada to mark Sardar Patel’s death
anniversary on Tuesday. Bhupendra Rana 

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
VADODARA, DECEMBER 15

THE BJP has run into crisis in the
Padra Municipality in Vadodara
after 17 councillors of the party
rejected the candidates holding
the party’s mandate for the posts
of president, vice-president and
executive chairman. While the
BJP suspended all 17 candidates
from Padra Municipality, seek-
ing bypoll, the District Election
Officer has sought a report to de-
cide the further action.

The BJP, which had captured
power after winning 23 ofthe 28
seats of the Padra Municipality
in the recently held elections,
was in for a shock when internal
rivalry between the two camps
ofthe party brewed a storm over
the names chosen for the post of
the president, vice-president
and executive chairman of the
municipality. On Tuesday morn-
ing, BJP general secretary
Pravinsinh Ataliya arrived in
Padra with the party mandate
for Sanjay Patel as the president,
Reshma Patel as the vice-presi-
dent and Chaitanya Zhala as the
executive chairman. The party
had recommended the name of
Mahesh Gandhi for the post of
whip. A party leader said, “The
moment Ataliya announced the
names in the party mandate, 16
elected members immediately
rejected the mandate and
elected Paresh Gandhi as the
president and Sanjay Patel as the
vice-president, along with two
independents to gain a majority
in the voting. This crisis has been
orchestrated by the local BJP
MLA Dinu Patel.”

While speaking to reporters,
Dinu Patel blamed BJP District
president Satish Patel for arm-

twisting local leaders and ‘en-
forcing’ his choices on the
Council. Dinu Patel said, “The
suggestions and recommenda-
tions of the elected members of
the Padra Municipality have to
be respected, but the District
president of the BJP is enforcing
his decisions on the leaders,
which has led to this outburst.”

In a statement on Tuesday,
the BJP state executive declared
that all 17 dissenting members
had been suspended from the
party with immediate effect.
These include Manjula Parmar,
Paresh Patel, Jayeshkumar
Parmar, Anita Joshi, Paresh
Gandhi, Manisha Gandhi, Rajesh
Parmar, Divya Patel, Naresh
Agarwal, Kaushik Darji, Manisha
Bhavsar, Reshma Patel, Dilip
Valand, Chetan Gandhi, Sanjay
Patel, Panna Shah and Sachin
Gandhi.

Satish Patel said the suspen-
sion was final as the candidates
had refused to offer any reply to
the notices sent out by the party
after their dissent on Tuesday.
Satish Patel said, “The Dinu Patel
camp wanted their members to
be president. Although one of
their members had been chosen
in the mandate, they rejected it.
The suspension of the members
is a final decision ofthe party and
we will seek bypolls in the area
according to the procedure.”

When contacted, District
Collector Avantika Singh said,
“We have not received any offi-
cial communication about this
development. We will seek a re-
port from the Prant Officer and
consult with the State Election
Commission about the neces-
sary procedure that must be fol-
lowed in case of the suspended
elected members of the munic-
ipality.”

INTERNAL RIVALRY

Suspends 17 councillors for not toeing
party line in selection of president, V-P

BJP seeks
bypoll for Padra
municipality

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, DECEMBER 15

GUJARAT GOVERNMENT is
likely to declare its decision to
provide financial package to cot-
ton farmers of the state on
Wednesday. A senior minister in
the Cabinet said that the issue
was discussed in the meeting of
the State Cabinet on Tuesday and
a decision in that regard would
be announced on Wednesday.

Around a month back, the
Central Government had an-
nounced the Minimum Support
Price (MSP) for cotton crop at Rs
810 per 20 kg. 

Following the announce-
ment, the market price for cot-
ton, which hovered around Rs
900 per 20 kg, had fallen signifi-

cantly. This led to a lot of unrest
among farmers, who started de-
manding a financial package for
themselves.

The Indian Express has re-
ported that the state govern-
ment is likely to announce bonus
for cotton farmers of the state in
addition to the MSP.

Following the local body
elections results recently, the
state government had held a
number of meetings with
farmer leaders and agriculture
produce market committees
(APMCs) to discuss the issue.

The exercise is being seen as
an attempt  of the ruling BJP to
win back rural voters as it lost
badly to Congress in the rural ar-
eas in the recently concluded
elections of local bodies.

Meanwhile, the Gujarat BJP

Tuesday made a representation
before ChiefMinister Anandiben
Patel to provide relief to cotton
farmers of the state in one or the
other way since they were not
getting remunerative price for
their crop, said an official release
from the state BJP president R C
Faldu on Tuesday. 

Faldu said, “For some time,
the rates of cotton crop have
been falling and farmers are not
getting remunerative prices and
the Gujarat BJP is worried about
the same.” 

Faldu further added that in
their representation before the
CM, they said that due to elec-
tions, the state government
could not announce anything,
but now when elections were
over, the cotton farmers should
be given some relief. 

State govt likely to announce relief
package for cotton farmers today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 15

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday ar-
rested a wanted accused, identi-
fied as Nasir Khan Pathan (35), in
Gujarat for his alleged role in the
murder of two BJP leaders in
Bharuch last month. Pathan had
allegedly handed over weapons
and ammunition to one Inayat in
Surat in October this year. These
weapons were then reportedly
used in the double murders.

On November 2, two uniden-
tified assailants arrived on a mo-
torcycle at the Surya Printing
Press office of Shirish Bangali,
former Bharuch district BJP pres-
ident, and fired two rounds at
him and Pragnesh Mistry, gen-
eral secretary of the Bharuch BJP

youth wing. The duo then fled
the scene. Both Bangali and
Mistry succumbed to the bullet
injuries.  The case was initially
investigated by City police sta-
tion, Bharuch under the IPC,
Arms Act, Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act and Gujarat
Police Act. According to the NIA,
the Gujarat police arrested
eleven accused and “their inter-
rogation allegedly revealed a
larger conspiracy by them to kill
selected people... to strike terror
in the minds of the common
people.” 

After the Union Home
Ministry handed over the case to
NIA, it re-registered a case
against the accused on Decem-
ber 5. According to the NIA, the
arrested accused revealed the in-
volvement ofPathan who comes
from Nanpura in Surat. 

One held in Bharuch
double murder case


