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While India has had a glorious maritime past, the present military 

maritime might of our nation has a foreign origin amidst an indigenous 

demography. The turn of the 19th to 20th century in India saw a very austere 

naval presence in the form of the Royal Indian Marine and its later avatar 

the Royal Indian Navy become the forerunner of what would grow into 

the modern Indian Navy. 

The talk will examine the contribution of “Indian” naval might during 

World War I, growth in the inter-war years and a global impact during 

World War II. Indians saw action at sea in theatres from the North Atlantic 

to Singapore Strait and much of the Indian Ocean. Indian Officers and 

sailors left a living legacy that endures through the waters of time. An 

account from World War I, the geo-political strategic setting and couple 

of episodes from World War II will be presented to give an inspirational 

trigger to thinking maritime in our application of history to our present 

and emerging future. The talk will conclude on the true emergence of 

India as a key enabler in the ocean named after her.
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