August 29: National Sports Day in India

Every year on August 29, India celebrates its National sports day
on the birth anniversary of hockey legend Major Dhyan Chand,
who is regarded as nation's greatest hockey player of all time.
Popularly known as "The Wizard" or “The Magician” for his
magical touch, superb control, creativity and extraordinary goal-
scoring feats, Chand was instrumental in taking Indian hockey to
greater heights under his talismanic leadership. In his entire
career, Major Dhyan Chand scored 570 goals from 185 matches
from 1926- 1949. He brought home three Olympic gold medals —
) Amsterdam in 1928, Los Angeles in 1932, and Berlin in 1936. He
scored 39 goals in all these Olympic games. His contribution to Indian hockey is so great that as a
player, coach and selector he helped India win seven out of 8 Olympics from 1928- 1964.

On August 6, 2021, Government of India announced the renaming of the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna
award to Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award- the highest honor for a sportsperson in India. 2002 in his
honour.

To know more please visit the following Links:

e Dhyan Chand - Wikipedia
e Dhyan Chand - Britannica
e National Sports Day: More than just a day of celebration in India - olympics.com
e What Is The Significance Of National Sports Day In India?
e National Sports Day
e Rare Interview of Major Dhyan Chand
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