
 

 

The International Day of Non-Violence is observed on 2 October, the birthday 

of Mahatma Gandhi, leader of the Indian independence movement and 

pioneer of the philosophy and strategy of non-violence. According to General 

Assembly Resolution of 15 June 2007, which established the commemoration, 

the International Day is an occasion to "disseminate the message of non-

violence, including through education and public awareness". The resolution 

reaffirms "the universal relevance of the principle of non-violence" and the 

desire "to secure a culture of peace, tolerance, understanding and non-

violence". Gandhi, who helped lead India to independence, has been the 

inspiration for non-violent movements for civil rights and social change across 

the world. Throughout his life, Gandhi remained committed to his belief in 

non-violence even under oppressive conditions and in the face of seemingly insurmountable challenges. The 

world remembers Gandhi not just for his passionate adherence to the practice of non-violence and supreme 

humanism, but as the benchmark against which we test men and women in public life, political ideas and 

government policies, and the hopes and wishes of our shared planet.  
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