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Abstract:

For protection of human life and property, the New Zealand Building Act 2004 requires all territorial authorities to develop an earthquake prone building policy that will suit local seismicity, social and economic environment in their particular territory.  The Act also requires that the local policy defines how it intends to reduce the risk imposed by these buildings. In response to requirements of the Act, the Wellington City Council (WCC) has developed an active policy for the identification and improvement of earthquake prone buildings in the City.

As part of the policy, WCC is taking a lead by screening all pre-1976 buildings using the qualitative, attribute-based, rapid assessment Initial Evaluation Procedure prescribed by the Assessment and Improvement of the Structural Performance of Buildings in Earthquakes, a guideline developed by New Zealand Society for Earthquake Engineering.  The objective is to identify all buildings that are earthquake-prone - a term defined in the legislation to describe buildings that meet less than one-third of the current earthquake standard for new buildings. 

The lecture will discuss requirements of the Building Act and how it intends to reduce the earthquake risk; policies adopted by various territorial authorities, and dominating issues behind the policy; approach and methodology adopted by the WCC, their implications, and challenges.  It records the emerging issues, the steps taken to mitigate these, and the experiences gained in the process.
About Speaker:

Mr. Bothara is a Senior Seismic Engineer with Beca Carter Hollings and Ferner Ltd.  in Wellington, New Zealand.  Jitendra holds a Masters’ Degree from New Zealand and Bachelors’ Degree from Nepal.  The last 19 years, after bachelors, has taken Jitendra’s career from structural engineering to social engineering and then to seismic engineering. He is an ardent believer in identifying strong linkages between social and seismic engineering to help implement seismic protection.

Jitendra has extensively worked on disaster management, disaster preparedness planning and developing the seismic construction capacity of local building stakeholders, policy and social intervention and earthquake design and construction in many developing countries.  He is presently leading a team of engineers for seismic assessment of buildings in Wellington, New Zealand.  The project plans to assess around 4000 buildings.  Presently he spends most of his time working on assessment and strengthening of building structures, seismic hazard assessment at Beca.

Jitendra is also on the Board of Editors for World Housing Encyclopaedia, chairs an international committee developing a tutorial on stone masonry construction, and is management committee member of the New Zealand Society for Earthquake Engineering.  Also, he is Co-chairman of Earthquake Engineering New Zealand Cluster.
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