
SUPPORT FOR 
IIT GANDHINAGAR

Research Fellowships by Mr Avi 
Nash
Mr Avi Nash has sponsored 
several research fellowships for 
young faculty, which are 
designed to attract outstanding 
faculty to the institute. Mr Avi 
Nash is a former partner of 
Goldman Sachs, where he headed 
the Global Chemical Industry 
Group. After retiring from 

Goldman Sachs he founded a 
company that advises the heads 
of many of the world's largest 
chemical companies on strategy, 
acquisitions, and corporate 
finance. He is a director of Sigma-
Aldrich Corporation, a global 
leader in life science 
consumables, and serves as a 
trustee of several educational and 
charitable organizations. He 
earned an MBA from 

Northwestern University, an MS 
(Chemical Engineering) from 
Syracuse University, and a BTech 
(Chemical Engineering) from IIT 
Bombay.

Support by Mr Ashraf Habibullah
Mr Ashraf Habibullah joined the 
growing list of significant 
benefactors of the institute. He is 
a structural engineer and 
software developer best known as 

Mr Ashraf HabibullahMr Ashraf HabibullahMr Avi Nash

the founder, president, and CEO 
of Computers and Structures, 
Inc., a structural and earthquake 
engineering software company 
based in Berkeley, California. In 
2010, Mr Habibullah received the 
H J Brunnier Lifetime 
Achievement Award instituted by 
the Structural Engineers 
Association of Northern 
California (SEAONC). His other 
honours include the 2011 
American Concrete Institute (ACI) 
Charles S Whitney Medal, the 
2000 SEAONC Community 
Involvement Award, and the 
American Society of Civil 
Engineers (ASCE) George Winter 
Award in 2005.

Sastry Endowment at IIT 
Gandhinagar
Prof A V Anilkumar has 
established the Sastry 
Endowment at the institute in 
memory of his parents 
Venkatasubba Sastry and Amba 
Sastry. Although Mr and Mrs 
Sastry originally hailed from the 
villages of Amrutur and 
Nanjangud in Karnataka, they 
lived at various places in India as 
Mr Sastry was a field service 
engineer at Hindustan 

Aeronautics Limited's Air Force 
Detachments. Prof Anilkumar is 
an aerospace engineer and is a 
faculty member at Vanderbilt 
University.  He has been a NASA 
investigator of microgravity fluid 
flow phenomena on space shuttle 
flights and on the International 
Space Station. His current 
interests are in the design and 
evaluation of novel energy 
conversion systems for airplane 
flight, through low-altitude 
rocketry, and in the design and 
evaluation of renewable energy 
technologies.

Support by Mr Ukabhai Solanki
Mr Ukabhai Solanki has joined 
the IIT Gandhinagar Benefactor 
Advisory Committee. An electrical 
engineer by training, Mr Solanki 
is the president and CEO of Big 
Saver Foods, Inc., and a member 
of the Board of Directors of First 
Choice Bank. He is recipient of 
Progressive Grocer's 2001 “Grocer 
of the Year” Award and Ernst & 
Young's 2002 “Entrepreneur of 
the Year” award for Greater Los 
Angeles. Mr Solanki's 
philanthropic contributions 
touch many educational causes in 
India and the United States. He is 

founding president of the Indian 
Council for the Advancement of 
Education in India and he 
endowed the Yadunandan Center 
for India Studies at California 
State University in Long Beach.

Support by Ms Asha Jadeja
Ms Asha Jadeja, wife of late Prof 
Rajeev Motwani, and the Rajiv 
Motwani Foundation have 
initiated a Motwani Fund at 
IITGN. Prof Motwani was an 
alumnus of IIT Kanpur and did his 
PhD at the University of 
California, Berkeley. As a 
professor of Computer Science at 
Stanford University, he did 
pioneering  research  in  the  areas 
of web  search,  robotics,  and 
theoretical computer science. Ms 
Jadeja, originally from 
Ahmedabad, did her graduate 
studies at University of Southern 
California, University of 
California at Berkeley, and 
Stanford University. She is 
actively involved in philanthropic 
initiatives in education in India 
and in the USA. She also mentors 
many start- ups in the bay area. 
The Motwani Fund will support 
excellence and high-priority 
initiatives at the Institute.

Prof A V Anilkumar Mr Ukabhai Solanki

IITGN is constantly building relationships with organizations and individuals 
both in India and abroad, to support its varied activities and help the 
institute grow and achieve its goals and realize its potential. Among the 
major supporters of the Institute in 2012-13 were:

97 98
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Institutional 
Supporters of IIT 
Gandhinagar

GMDC Chair at IIT Gandhinagar
Gujarat Mineral Development 
Corporation Ltd (GMDC), a 50-
year-old company with primary 
interests in minerals, lignite and 
energy has set up a GMDC Chair at 
IITGN in the areas of materials, 
minerals, metallurgical 
engineering and earth sciences. 
The GMDC Chair will enable the 
institute to provide additional 
financial support to outstanding 
faculty and students.

Ministry of Earth Sciences
The Ministry of Earth Sciences, 
Government of India has 
sanctioned an endowment to 
establish a Varahamihira MoES 

Chair at the Institute in the area 
of Earth System Science and 
Engineering (including 
Earthquake Engineering, Science 
of Climate Change, and Ocean 
Science and Technology). The 
Ministry of Earth Sciences 
formed in 2006 is one of the 
youngest ministries of the 
Government of India. The 
Ministry's mandate is to look after 
Atmospheric Sciences, Ocean 
Science & Technology and 
Seismology in an integrated 
manner.

Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 
Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. 
(UL) has given a major five-year 
grant to IIT Gandhinagar to 
develop a Safety Centre at the 
Institute. The grant will support 
graduate and post graduate 
research projects, establishment 
of a fire engineering lab and 
other fire safety and educational 
initiatives at IITGN. UL is a safety 
consulting and certification 
company headquartered in 
Northbrook, Illinois. Established 

in 1894, UL provides safety-
related certification, validation, 
testing, inspection, auditing, 
advising and training services to 
a wide range of clients, including 
manufacturers, retailers, 
policymakers, regulators, service 
companies, and consumers.

Ricoh Company, Ltd
Ricoh Company, Ltd, has given a 
major grant to IIT Gandhinagar 
for the establishment of a Centre 
for Design and Innovation at the 
Institute. The grant will be used 
by the Institute for curriculum 
development, student projects, 
organization of meetings and 
conferences and academic and 
industrial collaborations in the 
areas of design and innovation. 
Headquartered in Tokyo, Ricoh is 
a global technology company 
specializing in office imaging 
equipment, production print 
solutions, document 
management systems and IT 
services.

Mr Raj Mashruwala

Support by Mr Raj Mashruwala
Mr Raj Mashruwala holds MS from University of California, Berkeley 
(1976) and BTech  from IIT Bombay (1975). He has co-founded a number of 
technology companies: TIBCO Software Inc.; YieldUp International; Media 
Computer Technology Inc.; and Consilium Inc. Mr Mashruwala is an active 
angel investor through Mashruwala Investments and is mentor/advisor 
to several early startup ventures. He is Director of IIT Bombay Heritage 
Fund, Charter Member of The Indus Entrepreneur (TiE), and 
Commissioner, Public Library, City of Palo Alto in USA. He is the Founder 
and President of IIT Gandhinagar Foundation, a charitable trust 
registered in the United States.

GUJARAT MINERAL 
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Finance Committee

Chairman
Dr Baldev Raj
President
Indian National Academy of 
Engineering
New Delhi - 110016

Members
Prof Sudhir K Jain
Director
Indian Institute of Technology 
Gandhinagar 
Ahmedabad - 382424 

Prof S C Sahasrabudhe
Director
DAIICT
Gandhinagar

Prof Aswini Kumar
Professor in-charge, Planning and 
Resources
Indian Institute of Technology 
Gandhinagar
Ahmedabad - 382424

Mr Ashok Thakur
Secretary
MHRD, Government of India
New Delhi

Mr J S Mathur
Additional Secretary (TS) & 
Financial Advisor
MHRD, Government of India
New Delhi

Secretary
Mr B S Punalkar
Registrar
Indian Institute of Technology 
Bombay, Mumbai - 400076

Building and Works Committee

Chairman
Prof Sudhir K Jain
Director
Indian Institute of Technology 
Gandhinagar
Ahmedabad - 382424 
 
Members
Mr K S Wagh
Chief Advisor (Civil 
Infrastructure)
Indian Institute of Technology 
Bombay
Powai, Mumbai - 400076.

Mr L P Srivastava 
Additional  Director General 
(retd), CPWD
New Delhi - 110021

Dr Prabhat Kumar
Director (Construction) and 
Acting Chairman-cum-Managing 
Director 
Bharatiya Nabhikiya Vidyut 
Nigam Limited (BHAVINI), 
Kalpakkam, Kancheepuram, 
Tamil Nadu

Mr A K Jain 
Special Director General (retd) 
CPWD, New Delhi - 110003 

Prof N Chhaya
Dean, Faculty of Architecture
CEPT University
Ahmedabad - 380009

Prof Ashwini Kumar 
Professor-in-Charge (Planning & 
Resources),
Indian Institute of Technology 
Gandhinagar
Ahmedabad -382424 

Secretary
Mr B S Punalkar 
Registrar
Indian Institute of Technology 
Bombay
Mumbai - 400076

All listings as on March 31, 2013
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Board of Governors

Chairman
Dr Baldev Raj
President
Indian National Academy of 
Engineering
New Delhi - 110016

Members
Prof S P Sukhatme
former Director, IIT Bombay and 
former Chairman, Atomic Energy 
Regulatory Board
Mumbai - 400076

Prof Surendra Prasad
former Director, IIT Delhi
Indian Institute of Technology 
Delhi
New Delhi - 110016

Prof Deepak B Phatak
Subrao M Nilekani Chair 
Professor
Kanwal Rekhi School of 
Information Technology
Indian Institute of Technology 
Bombay, Mumbai - 400076

Mr Kamal Nanavaty 
President, Strategy Development 
M/s Reliance Industries Limited 
Mumbai - 400005

Mr S S Sidhu
Director of Education
U T Administration of 
Daman & Diu 
Secretariat 
Moti Daman - 396220

Dr Varesh Sinha
Chief Secretary 
Government of Gujarat 
Gandhinagar - 382010

Prof G K Sharma 
Visiting Professor
Indian Institute of Technology 
Gandhinagar
Ahmedabad - 382424

Prof N Ramakrishnan 
Visiting Professor
Indian Institute of Technology 
Gandhinagar 
Ahmedabad - 382424 

Prof Sudhir K Jain 
Director
Indian Institute of Technology 
Gandhinagar 
Ahmedabad - 382424 

Secretary
Mr B S Punalkar
Registrar
Indian Institute of Technology 
Bombay
Mumbai - 400076
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Academic Officials 

Prof Sudhir K Jain
Director

Prof Atul Bhargav 
Warden, Boy's Hostel

Prof Ravikumar Bhaskaran
Honorary Advisor, External 
Affairs

Prof Ashwini Kumar
Professor-in-Charge, Planning 
and Resources

Prof Sharmita Lahiri
Head, Counseling Service

Prof S S Major
Convener, IITGN Cell, IIT Bombay

Prof Jaison A Manjaly
Dean, Student Affairs

Prof S P Mehrotra
Professor-in-Charge, External 
Relations

Prof Abhijit Mukherjee
Dean, Research and Development

Prof D V Pai
Professor-in-Charge, Sciences & 
HSS Disciplines

Prof Naran M Pindoriya
Chairman, Student Placement 
Committee

Prof Amit Prashant
Dean, Academic Affairs

Prof Arnapurna Rath
Warden, Girl's Hostel

Prof D P Roy
Professor-in-Charge, Engineering 
Disciplines

Prof G K Sharma
Professor-in-Charge, Faculty 
Affairs

Prof Sudhanshu Sharma
Warden, Ashok Vihar Hostel

Student Leadership  
The following students were 
declared elected as office bearers 
for the academic year 2013-14:

General Secretary
Vibhav Vikas Katre

Sports Secretary
Suryakiran

Academic Secretary
Pranav Bagaria

Cultural Secretary
Eepsit Tiwari

Technical Secretary
Shreyans Nahar

All listings as on March 31, 2013
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Senate

Chairman
Prof Sudhir K Jain
Director

Members
Prof Ashwini Kumar
Prof D V Pai
Prof D P Roy
Prof G K Sharma
Prof Abhijit Mukherjee
Prof S P Mehrotra
Prof K V V Murthy
Prof N Ramakrishnan 
Prof R Sharan 
Prof Jyoti Mukhopadhyay
Prof R J Chhabra
Prof Arnab Sarkar
Prof Subhash Deodhar
Prof Rosa Maria Perez 
Prof Achal Mehra
Prof Amit Prashant
Prof Arup Lal Chakraborty
Prof Sharmita Lahiri
Prof Sriram Kanvah Gundimeda
Prof Chinmay Ghoroi
Prof Joycee Mekie
Prof Vinod Narayanan
Prof Jaison Manjaly
Prof Amit Arora
Prof B D Agarwal
Prof Murali Damodaran
Prof Vinod K Stokes
Prof Vedanth Kadambi
Prof Prakash Paranjape
Prof Raghu Echempati
Prof Pradyumna Vyas

Prof Utpal Sarkar
Prof C Gopalakrishnan
Prof S S Major
Prof Sameer Dalvi
Dr T S Kumbar 

Student Invitees
Mr Shashank Pandey 
Mr Sudipta Das
Mr Shashank Sheohare 

Secretary
Mr B S Punalkar

Standing Committees of the 
Senate 
   
Senate Academic Performance 
Evaluation Committee (SAPEC)
Prof D V Pai, convenor
Prof Amit Prashant (ex-officio)
Prof Abhijit Mishra
Prof Naran Pindoriya
Prof Anulekha Dhara
Prof Nihar Mohapatra

Senate Academic Programmes 
Committee (SAPC)
Prof Amit Prashant, chairman, ex-
officio
Prof Bhaskar Datta
Prof Abhijit Mishra
Prof Pratyush Dayal
Prof Joycee Mekie
Prof Vinod Narayanan
Prof Sameer Dalvi
Mr Rohit Chouksey
Mr Sumitava Mukherjee

Senate Scholarships and Prizes 
Committee (SSPC)
Prof Jaison A Manjaly, chairman, 
ex-officio
Prof Sharmita Lahiri
Prof Sudhanshu Sharma
Prof Chinmoy Ghoroi
Prof Arup Lal Chakraborty

Senate Student Affairs 
Committee (SSAC)
Prof Jaison A Manjaly, chairman, 
ex-officio
Prof S P Mehrotra
Prof Prachi Thareja
Prof Atul Bhargav
Prof Srinivas Reddy
Prof Ajanta Sachan
Mr Shashank Pandey
Mr Bhaskarjyoti Das
Ms Monica Yadav
Mr Shashank Seohare

Senate Library Committee
Prof R Sharan, chairman
Dr T S Kumbar
Prof Sameer Dalvi, ex-officio
Prof Anand Sengupta
Prof Dhiman Basu
Prof Murali Damodaran
Mr Rajat Sharma
Mr Jignesh Joshi
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Prof Chinmoy Ghoroi
Prof Arup Lal Chakraborty

Senate Student Affairs 
Committee (SSAC)
Prof Jaison A Manjaly, chairman, 
ex-officio
Prof S P Mehrotra
Prof Prachi Thareja
Prof Atul Bhargav
Prof Srinivas Reddy
Prof Ajanta Sachan
Mr Shashank Pandey
Mr Bhaskarjyoti Das
Ms Monica Yadav
Mr Shashank Seohare

Senate Library Committee
Prof R Sharan, chairman
Dr T S Kumbar
Prof Sameer Dalvi, ex-officio
Prof Anand Sengupta
Prof Dhiman Basu
Prof Murali Damodaran
Mr Rajat Sharma
Mr Jignesh Joshi
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undertake ground breaking 
research, and develop 
breakthrough products that will 
improve everyday lives of our 
communities.

Values
  Meritocracy
  Unparalleled quality and 

excellence
  Honesty, Integrity, Sincerity 

and Devotion
  Trust and freedom with 

accountability

  Appreciation and celebration 
of creativity

  Willingness to try new ideas 
and make mistakes

  Social and Moral 
responsibility

  Respect for every individual, 
and diversity

  Co-operation, Collaboration 
and Team Work

Principles
  Lifelong commitment to 

learning
  Encouragement of merit
  Passion and motivation for 

work
  Professionalism
  Respect for law
  Concern for the improvement 

of the society
  Transparency in functioning 

of the Institute
  Dedication to the Institute

VISION, 
MISSION AND 
VALUES

Goals
  To build and develop a world-

class institution for creating 
and imparting knowledge at 
the undergraduate, post 
graduate and doctoral levels, 
contributing to the 
development of the nation 
and the humanity at large.

  To develop leaders with vision, 
creative thinking, social 
awareness and respect for our 
values.

  To foster excellence in 
teaching and research to 
make a global impact.

  To engage in path-breaking 
research that would influence 
national policies.

  To pursue sustainable 
technological solutions to 
societal problems.

  To focus on lean engineering 
solutions for sustainable 
development.

  To be the leader for academic 
and industrial collaborations 
in various disciplines, 

nationally and 
internationally.

  To create awareness of the 
true significance of learning 
and teaching.

  To enrich local schools and 
communities through value-
added interactions.

  To encourage excellent 
language skills as part of the 
institutional culture. 

  To prepare students not just 
for their first job, but their 
last job as well.

Vision
  To shape IIT Gandhinagar into 

an exciting place for learning, 
teaching and research.

  To establish a process of 
learning that is free, fulfilling 
and enjoyable experience.

  To provide an enabling 
environment to nurture 
critical and creative minds, 
and to propel them to greater 
heights of excellence in their 
pursuits.

  To create a vibrant 
atmosphere that breeds front 
runner innovators, scientists, 
engineers, entrepreneurs, 
academicians and thinkers of 
tomorrow.

  To provide opportunity for 
students to learn from 
wherever, however and 
whatever they choose to 
study.

  To make IIT Gandhinagar the 
preferred destination for 
future generations of 
students, staff and faculty.

Mission
IIT Gandhinagar, as an institution 
for higher learning in science, 
technology and related fields, 
aspires to develop top-notch 
scientists, engineers, leaders and 
entrepreneurs to meet the needs 
of the society-now and in the 
future.  Furthermore, in this land 
of Gandhiji, with his spirit of high 
work ethic and service to the 
society, IIT Gandhinagar seeks to 
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